
12 Questions Parents Ask About the MAP Growth Assessment 

 

The NWEA organization is working with thousands of schools and districts across 
the U.S. and in 141 countries around the world. Since it reach millions of students 
each year, there’s a pretty good chance that your child will take a MAP® Growth™ 
assessment some time in their school career. It’s natural that parents have 
questions about MAP Growth – what it is, how it works, and why their son or 
daughter is taking it. 

So, to help you in your conversations about MAP Growth, we’ve gathered the top 12 
questions parents ask us regarding the test. 

1. What is MAP Growth, and what does it measure? 

Unlike paper-and-pencil tests, where all students are asked the same questions and 
spend a fixed amount of time taking the test, MAP Growth is a computer adaptive 
test—which means every student gets a unique set of test questions based on 
responses to previous questions. As the student answers correctly, questions get 
harder. If the student answers incorrectly, the questions get easier. By the end of the 
test, most students will answer about half the questions correctly, as is common on 
adaptive tests. The purpose of MAP Growth is to determine what the student knows 
and is ready to learn next. 

MAP Growth can track students’ individual growth over time – wherever they are 
starting from and regardless of the grade they are in. For instance, if a third grader 
is actually reading like a fifth grader, MAP Growth will be able to identify that. Or, if 
a fifth grader is doing math like a third grader, MAP Growth will identify that, too. 
Both things are incredibly important for a teacher to know so that they can plan 
instruction efficiently. 

  

https://www.nwea.org/map-growth/
https://www.nwea.org/map-growth/


2. What is a RIT score? 

When students finish their MAP Growth test, they receive a number called a RIT 
score for each area they are tested in (reading, language usage, math, or science). 
This score represents a student’s achievement level at any given moment and helps 
measure their academic growth over time. The RIT scale is a stable scale, like feet 
and inches, that accurately measures student performance, regardless of age, 
grades, or grade level. Like marking height on a growth chart and being able to see 
how tall your child is at various points in time, you can also see how much they have 
grown between tests. You can find out more about the RIT scale here. 

3. How often will my child take the MAP Growth test? 

Most schools give MAP Growth tests to students at the beginning, middle, and end of 
the school year. Some schools may include a summer testing session, as well. 

4. How long is the MAP Growth test? 

Most students take less than an hour to complete a MAP Growth test. However, MAP 
Growth is not timed, and students may take as much time as they need to complete 
it. 

5. Is MAP Growth a standardized test? How is it different from ‘high-stakes’ 
tests? 

Unlike standardized tests, MAP Growth is administered periodically during the 
school year, and it adjusts to each student’s performance, rather than asking all 
students the same questions. When we talk about ‘high-stakes’ tests, we are usually 
talking about a test designed to measure what students already know, based on 
what is expected at their grade level – and these tests are often used as a way to 
measure grade-level proficiency. MAP Growth is designed to measure student 
achievement in the moment and growth over time, regardless of grade level, so it is 
quite different. Another difference is the timeliness of the results. While states often 
return information in the fall after the test is taken, MAP Growth gives quick 
feedback to teachers, administrators, students, and parents. Teachers receive 
immediate results with MAP Growth that show what students know and what they 
are ready to learn, which can be used to help personalize lessons at the appropriate 
level for the students. 

One similarity is that MAP Growth aligns to the same standards in a given state as 
the state test, so both measure similar content. 

6. What information will I receive from my child’s school? 

Most schools will provide a child’s Student Progress Report. This report contains 
information and scores from a student’s most recent and past MAP Growth 

https://www.nwea.org/normative-data-rit-scores/


assessments. It’s a good idea to discuss results with teachers for a full 
understanding of what the information means and how they can use their child’s 
reading and math scores to identify resources that can support home learning. 

7. How do schools and teachers use MAP Growth scores? 

NWEA provides many different reports to help schools and teachers use MAP 
Growth information. Teachers can see the progress of individual students and of 
their classes as a whole. Students with similar MAP Growth scores are generally 
ready for instruction in similar skills and topics. MAP Growth also provides data 
around the typical growth for students who are in the same grade, subject, and have 
the same starting achievement level. This data is often used to help students set 
goals and understand what they need to learn to achieve their goals. Principals and 
administrators can use the scores to see the performance and progress of a grade 
level, school, or the entire district. 

8. Can MAP Growth tell me if my child is working at grade level? 

Just as a doctor has a chart indicating the most common heights and weights of 
people at certain ages, NWEA has put together charts showing the median RIT 
scores for students at various grade levels. NWEA researchers examined the scores 
of millions of students to find the average scores for students in various grades. You 
can see a chart of these scores in Comparative Data to Inform Instructional 
Decisions. Please note that MAP Growth scores are just one data point teachers use 
to determine how a student is performing. Please discuss any questions that you 
have about your child’s performance with your child’s teacher. 

9. What subjects are available with MAP Growth? 

There are MAP Growth tests for grades 2–12 in reading, language usage, 
mathematics, and science. 

There is also a MAP Growth K-2 for early learners in reading and mathematics. With 
these child-friendly tests for young learners, students wear headphones since many 
questions include audio to assist those who are still learning to read. 

10. What types of questions are on the MAP Growth tests? Are there sample 
tests? 

The MAP Growth tests include multiple choice, drag and drop, and other types of 
questions. You can access some short sample tests to get an idea of what MAP 
Growth questions look like. 

  

https://www.nwea.org/content/uploads/2016/09/Comparative-Data-2015.pdf
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http://warmup.nwea.org/


11. How can I help my child prepare for MAP Growth tests? 

Your child’s teacher will help with any pre-test instructions to explain the test to the 
students. Just like any school day, make sure your child is well-rested and fed with a 
well-rounded diet. Encourage them to do their best. 

12. What does NWEA do with my child’s information? Is it secure? 

NWEA uses technological and operational measures to ensure security and privacy. 
A few of these include: regular security audits and monitoring, technological 
controls, physical access controls, and privacy training for employees. 

NWEA does not use your child’s personally identifiable information (PII) for any 
purpose other than to provide services to your child’s school. Combined information 
that has been stripped of PII, and therefore is not traceable to any student, is used 
for research and development so we can continuously improve our products and 
accelerate learning for all students. 

If you have any additional questions about the MAP Growth assessment, please ask 
your teacher, visit NWEA blog, or visit their website (www.nwea.org)  

 

https://www.nwea.org/blog/category/parents/
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